Urothrips kobroi sp. n. is described from Seychelles, and reasons are given for considering Biconothrips Stannard and Coxothrips Bournier as new synonyms of Urothrips Bagnall. This genus now includes nine species, distributed between Africa and Australia, and a key to these species is provided.
Introduction
This paper considers a group of fungus-feeding Phlaeothripinae species that live mainly in leaf litter, and are recorded across the Old World tropics from Africa to Australia. Generally wingless, they all have the anal setae and the tenth abdominal segment (the tube) unusually long, and they are generally referred to as the "urothripines". The genus Urothrips was initially placed by Bagnall (1909) in its own Family, the Urothripidae, although subsequently (1912) he erected a third Thysanoptera Sub-Order, Polystigmata through misinterpreting the abdominal dorsoventral muscle insertion points as "stigmata" (=spiracles). Priesner (1960) recognized this group as the subfamily Urothripinae, and Stannard (1971) referred to it as the Tribe Urothripini. However, subsequently Stannard (1957) indicated that the genera involved are closely related to the Neurothrips group of genera in the Phlaeothripinae, and referred to them as constituting the "Amphibolothrips line" rather than a discrete Tribe.
A total of 17 genera have been proposed within this group. However, particularly in the absence of any molecular data, generic classifications commonly involve arbitrary assessments of character state differences. Thus when species within a particular group are distinguished from each other on differences that are relatively difficult to see, then all the species will be placed into a single genus. But when the character differences are highly visible, it is likely that several genera will be recognised. Urothripine species often differ from each other in the degree of fusion of the antennal segments, such that the number of visible antennal segments ranges from eight down to four. Moreover, the morphological segments that are fused differ between species. Such highly visible differences in structure are reflected in the number of generic names proposed for species in this group. These patterns of variation amongst urothripines were discussed by Mound (1972) , and one conclusion was that Baenothrips Crawford is a pantropical genus with four generic synonyms.
A further conclusion in Mound (1972) involving the classification of urothripines concerned dispersive behavior. Species in this group that live in leaf-litter or on dead twigs, and whose behavior involves crawling up above soil level, are likely to be wind dispersed. Baenothrips moundi Stannard is one such species, and this is widespread and structurally uniform across Australia. In contrast, Biconothrips adults do not crawl up grass stems or twigs, and seem to be relatively non-dispersive, with the result that there are often differences in structure or colour between localized populations. Previous workers on both Trachythrips in the Americas and Urothrips in Africa have interpreted such small differences as representing species. The definition of species among these wingless thrips requires further consideration, preferably using molecular data.
